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Executive Summary 
This report analyzes Farsi-language conversations on X during the Iran war 
and finds that the online discourse is dominated by five major political 
conversation groups competing to shape how the war is understood. 

The analysis reviewed large-scale wartime conversations, hashtags, routing 
behavior, mentions, replies, and engagement patterns across the Persian-
language information space on X. The findings show that the conversation 
is not random or purely reactive to military developments. Instead, it is 
structured around identifiable political formations that continuously push 
competing interpretations of Iran, patriotism, foreign pressure, political 
legitimacy, and possible political transition. 

The report identifies five dominant conversation groups: 

1. Pro-Islamic Republic 

2. Pro-Pahlavi / Monarchists 

3. Pro-NCRI / MEK 

4. Lion-and-Sun Opposition 

5. Broader Conversations Field 

Each group attempts to make its own interpretation of the war dominant 
and legitimate. 

The analysis finds that these groups are not only competing over visibility 
and engagement. They are competing over who has the right to speak for 
Iran during wartime and what political future should emerge from the 
conflict. 

Some groups frame foreign pressure and military escalation as necessary 
tools for weakening the Islamic Republic and accelerating political 
transition. Others frame the same pressure as a threat to Iran’s sovereignty, 
territorial integrity, infrastructure, and long-term survival. Some groups 
attempt to fuse defense of Iran with defense of the Islamic Republic, while 
others try to separate Iran from the regime and present alternative political 
futures. 

The report also finds that major wartime hashtags and conversations 
(including anti-war messaging, protest and blackout campaigns, anti-
regime discourse, and Woman, Life, Freedom conversations) are 
continuously contested and pulled toward different political meanings by 
these groups. 

The findings suggest that the Farsi wartime discourse on X functions as a 
live political battlefield where organized actors, media ecosystems, foreign-
state messaging, political influencers, and activist communities compete to 
shape public legitimacy, pressure international actors, and influence 
perceptions of Iran’s future.  
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Group #1: Pro-Islamic Republic 

Profile 

The Pro-Islamic Republic field is a highly organized wartime communication formation centered 
around support for the Islamic Republic, the Supreme Leader, the armed forces, martyrdom, 
retaliation, and the broader “Axis of Resistance” narrative. 

The field combines: 

 high-volume slogan amplification; 

 patriotic wartime messaging; 

 military-confidence narratives; 

 anti-Israel and anti-US framing; 

 and loyalty signaling toward regime leadership. 

Its communication structure relies heavily on repetitive hashtag use, symbolic patriotic language, 
coordinated amplification behavior, and short slogan-like posts. A visible layer of relatively small 
accounts repeatedly circulates pro-regime hashtags alongside patriotic hashtags, while official 
figures, politicians, and state-aligned media use a similar chant-like communication style. Together, 
this creates a rhythm of repeated talking points presented as wartime slogans. 

Political Position 

The field promotes the position that defending Iran requires defending: 

 the Islamic Republic; 

 the armed forces; 

 the Supreme Leader; 

 and the wartime resistance structure of the state. 

Its core political claim is that Iran and the Islamic Republic are inseparable during wartime. 

Foreign pressure, Israeli military action, sanctions, and anti-regime opposition are framed as 
attacks not only on the regime, but on Iran itself. 

A key strategy of this field is to merge patriotism, national unity, and defense of Iran with loyalty 
to the regime. It also links defense of Iran to the Islamic Republic’s broader resistance-axis rhetoric, 
presenting Iran as part of a regional struggle against Israel, Zionism, and Western pressure. 

The report also finds that some users who are not clearly pro-regime still use patriotic hashtags 
that are dominant in pro-regime conversations. These users often oppose war or foreign 
intervention in the name of defending Iran, even if they do not support the regime. This overlap 
strengthens the regime field’s attempt to make wartime unity, national defense, and regime 
defense appear connected. 
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Hashtags Used 

Frequently used hashtags include: 

 # ای_خامنه_یا_لبیک  (“At your service, Khamenei”) 

 # ایران_برای_جان_پای_تا  (“For Iran until the last breath”) 

 # ایران_برای  (“For Iran”) 

 # صادق_وعده_پیروزی  (“Victory of the Truthful Promise”) 

 # المقدس_بیت_ایران  (“Iran Jerusalem”) 

 # مقاومت_پرچمدار  (“Standard Bearer of Resistance”) 

 # قدس_تا_اردبیل_از  (“From Ardabil to Jerusalem”) 

 # دیگر_ای_خامنه  (“Another Khamenei”) 

These hashtags repeatedly combine patriotism, martyrdom, resistance, armed-force loyalty, 
leader-centered legitimacy, and anti-Israel / anti-Western framing. 

Promoted Agenda 

The field promotes: 

 defense of the Islamic Republic as defense of Iran; 

 wartime unity; 

 military retaliation; 

 resistance against Israel and the US; 

 glorification of martyrs and armed forces; 

 continuity of the revolutionary system; 

 and the idea that Iran is a central actor in the regional resistance axis. 

Its messaging attempts to make loyalty, resistance, patriotism, national unity, and regime 
legitimacy appear inseparable. 
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Examples of Key Accounts 

Accounts Posting Most Frequently with Pro-Regime Hashtags 

 
This chart shows which accounts post most frequently using pro-regime hashtags. It highlights the field’s high-volume 
amplification layer: low- or mid-reach accounts that keep loyalist slogans, patriotic sacrifice, and leader-centered 
wartime messaging continuously visible. 

Accounts Generating the Highest Accumulated Engagement in Pro-Regime 
Hashtag Posts 

 
This chart shows the accounts with the highest accumulated engagement across their posts using pro-regime hashtags. 
Rather than showing one-off virality, it captures which voices generated the strongest overall attention within this field. 
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Accounts Behind the Most Viral Pro-Regime Hashtag Posts 

 
This chart shows which accounts produced the most viral posts in the pro-regime hashtag field, measured by 
engagement per post. It captures the field’s most visible breakthrough content, including official posts, elite retaliation 
messages, military-confidence posts, and emotionally charged nationalist framing. 

Accounts Most Frequently Tagged by Pro-Regime Hashtag Users 

 
This chart shows which accounts pro-regime hashtag users most frequently tag or mention in their posts. It highlights 
the field’s loyalist routing pattern: toward leader accounts, allied amplifiers, and symbolic enemy targets such as Israeli 
Persian-language channels. 
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Group #2: Pro-Pahlavi / Monarchists 

Profile 

The Pro-Pahlavi field is a highly visible, leader-centered opposition formation built around Reza 
Pahlavi and the idea of regime collapse followed by political transition under his leadership. 

The field operates in a campaign-like manner using: 

 repetitive amplification; 

 protest and blackout narratives; 

 diaspora mobilization; 

 emotional viral content; 

 direct anti-regime messaging; 

 and outward routing toward foreign political, military, and media actors. 

Among all opposition formations reviewed in the report, this field appears the most compatible 
with foreign pressure against the Islamic Republic. 

Political Position 

The field promotes the position that: 

 the Islamic Republic is separate from Iran; 

 the regime is weakening under foreign and internal pressure; 

 and Reza Pahlavi should become the recognized transition figure. 

Foreign pressure is frequently framed as politically useful or necessary for accelerating regime 
collapse. 

The field strongly promotes the idea that support for outside pressure can still be compatible with 
Iranian patriotism. 

The report also finds that Pro-Pahlavi actors strongly pull protest, repression, and blackout 
conversations toward a Pahlavi-centered transition narrative. In practice, many posts try to connect 
regime repression and internet shutdowns to the claim that Reza Pahlavi is the necessary rescue 
or transition figure. 

This field is also the most confrontationally anti-regime among the reviewed groups. Its users 
frequently use anti-regime hashtags, tag Israeli and US-linked accounts, and direct messages 
toward figures such as Trump, Netanyahu, and Israeli Persian-facing channels. 

Hashtags Used 

Frequently used hashtags include: 

 #KingRezaPahlavi 

 #KingRezaPahlaviForIran 

 #RezaPahlaviForIran 
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 #DigitalBlackOutIran 

 #جاویدشاه (“Long live the Shah”) 

 #ThankYouTrump 

 #ThankYouNetanyahu 

The report finds that protest, blackout, and anti-regime hashtags are frequently fused with explicit 
pro-Pahlavi messaging. 

Promoted Agenda 

The field promotes: 

 regime collapse; 

 international pressure on the Islamic Republic; 

 visibility of repression and blackouts; 

 diaspora amplification; 

 international recognition of Reza Pahlavi; 

 and a Pahlavi-centered transition future. 

Its communication repeatedly attempts to connect: 

blackout → repression → diaspora amplification → international pressure → regime weakening → 
Reza Pahlavi transition. 

The field also pressures media accounts, including Persian-language outlets, to amplify pro-Pahlavi 
narratives and help legitimize Reza Pahlavi as the main opposition figure. Internally, users 
encourage each other to share hashtags, keep trends active, and make Pahlavi-related slogans go 
viral. 

A more escalation-oriented part of the field normalizes foreign pressure and, in some cases, target-
oriented or strike-supportive rhetoric against regime-linked institutions. The dominant justification 
is that damage caused by external pressure is the responsibility of the Islamic Republic and may 
be necessary for the larger goal of regime collapse and Pahlavi-led transition. 
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Examples of Key Accounts 

Accounts Posting Most Frequently with Pro-Pahlavi Hashtags 

 
This chart shows which accounts post most frequently using pro-Pahlavi hashtags. It highlights the field’s trend-
maintenance and slogan-amplification layer: the accounts that keep Reza Pahlavi, royalist slogans, and blackout-related 
campaign messaging continuously visible.  

Accounts Generating the Highest Accumulated Engagement in Pro-Pahlavi 
Hashtag Posts 

 
This chart shows the accounts with the highest accumulated engagement across their posts using pro-Pahlavi hashtags. 
Rather than showing one-off virality, it captures which voices generated the strongest overall attention within this field. 
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Accounts Behind the Most Viral Pro-Pahlavi Hashtag Posts 

 
This chart shows which accounts produced the most viral posts in the pro-Pahlavi hashtag field, measured by 
engagement per post. Very high engagement ratios often mean a post spread far beyond the account’s follower base. 

Accounts Most Frequently Tagged by Pro-Pahlavi Hashtag Users 

 
This chart shows which accounts pro-Pahlavi hashtag users most frequently tag or mention in their posts. It highlights 
the field’s outward routing pattern: toward Reza Pahlavi himself, Israeli and US pressure channels, and media visibility 
targets. 
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Group #3: Pro-NCRI / MEK 

Profile 

The Pro-NCRI / MEK field is the most programmatic and organizationally disciplined opposition 
formation identified in the analysis. 

The field centers around: 

 Maryam Rajavi; 

 the NCRI; 

 MEK-linked political messaging; 

 Resistance Units; 

 the Ten-Point Plan; 

 and the idea of a prepared democratic-republican alternative to both the Islamic Republic and 
monarchy. 

In this field, the NCRI is presented as the political alternative and transition structure, while MEK-
linked resistance narratives provide the language of organized struggle, internal uprising, and 
revolutionary continuity. 

Unlike the Pro-Pahlavi field, this formation focuses less on foreign pressure and more on 
organizational legitimacy, internal resistance, and structured political transition. 

Political Position 

The field rejects: 

 clerical rule; 

 monarchy; 

 and externally imposed transition. 

Its central argument is that: 

 neither the Islamic Republic nor the Shah system is legitimate, 

 and organized Iranian resistance should lead a democratic republican transition. 

The field presents itself as an already prepared governing alternative. 

A major feature of this field is its strong anti-Pahlavi orientation. Pro-NCRI / MEK users regularly 
attack Reza Pahlavi and the monarchist camp, accusing them of relying on foreign powers and 
lacking the organization needed to manage Iran after regime collapse. 

The NCRI / MEK field promotes regime change from inside Iran through organized revolution and 
resistance, rather than through foreign military intervention. It presents Maryam Rajavi’s Ten-Point 
Plan and the NCRI structure as evidence that it has a ready political program for a post-regime Iran. 
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Hashtags Used 

Frequently used hashtags include: 

 # شیخ_نه_شاه_نه  (“Neither Shah nor Sheikh”) 

 # دمکراتیک_جمهوری_به_آری  (“Yes to a democratic republic”) 

 # رجوی_مریم  (“Maryam Rajavi”) 

 #NCRIAlternative 

 #OurChoiceMaryamRajavi 

 # مقاومت_ملی_شورای  (“Narional Resistance Council”) 

 # شورشی_کانونهای  (“Resistance Units”) 

These hashtags repeatedly present the NCRI / MEK field as a democratic-republican alternative to 
both monarchy and clerical rule. 

Promoted Agenda 

The field promotes: 

 democratic republican transition; 

 organized internal resistance; 

 Maryam Rajavi’s leadership; 

 the NCRI as a prepared transition structure; 

 Resistance Units as the internal engine of change; 

 and rejection of both monarchy and clerical rule. 

Its communication also strongly attacks Pro-Pahlavi legitimacy and attempts to establish the NCRI 
as the primary post-regime alternative. 

The field has its own organized media and high-reach accounts that sustain visibility around 
Maryam Rajavi, the NCRI, democratic republic messaging, and “Neither Shah nor Sheikh” framing. 

Like the Pro-Pahlavi field, it also seeks legitimacy through major media accounts. Users repeatedly 
engage Persian-language international media such as DW Farsi, VOA Farsi, and Euronews Farsi in 
order to push NCRI / MEK narratives into broader visibility. 
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Examples of Key Accounts 

Accounts Posting Most Frequently with Pro-NCRI / MEK Hashtags 

 
This chart shows which accounts post most frequently using pro-NCRI / MEK hashtags. It highlights the field’s repetition 
and message-discipline layer: the accounts that keep the NCRI / MEK alternative continuously visible through sustained 
posting.  

Accounts Generating the Highest Accumulated Engagement in Pro-NCRI / MEK 
Hashtag Posts 

 
This chart shows the accounts with the highest accumulated engagement across their reviewed posts using pro-NCRI / 
MEK hashtags. Rather than showing one-off virality, it captures which voices generated the strongest overall attention 
within this field. 
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Accounts Behind the Most Viral Pro-NCRI / MEK Hashtag Posts 

 
This chart shows which accounts produced the most viral posts in the pro-NCRI / MEK hashtag field, measured by 
engagement per post. It captures the field’s most visible breakthrough content, including official democratic-republic 
transition messaging, combative anti-Pahlavi posts, and some adversarial or cross-camp uses of NCRI / MEK references. 

Accounts Most Frequently Mentioned in Pro-NCRI / MEK Hashtag Posts 

 
This chart shows which accounts pro-NCRI / MEK hashtag users most frequently tag or mention in their posts. It 
highlights the field’s outward routing pattern: toward movement media, leadership accounts, international media, and 
anti-Pahlavi debate nodes. 
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Group #4: Lion-and-Sun Opposition 

Profile 

The Lion-and-Sun Opposition is a nationalist, flag-centered opposition formation organized 
around: 

 the Lion-and-Sun flag; 

 territorial integrity; 

 anti-fragmentation politics; 

 anti-war nationalism; 

 and Iran-first sovereignty. 

Unlike the Pro-Pahlavi field, this group is not primarily leader-centered. It places the nation, the 
flag, and continuity of Iran above any single opposition figure. 

The field combines: 

 anti-regime sentiment; 

 anti-war messaging; 

 sovereignty-first narratives; 

 concern over infrastructure destruction; 

 and strong fear of national fragmentation under prolonged conflict. 

The report suggests that this field is still in an early stage of movement formation. It does not yet 
have a clear public leader, but it does have several recurring hubs that function as interpretive or 
media nodes, including accounts such as SamanthaIrani, LionAndSun_News, and 
LionAndSunOppSp. Users interact with these accounts for explanation, interpretation, and camp 
identity. 

Political Position 

The field argues that: 

 the Islamic Republic should fall, 

 but Iran must survive the process intact. 

It strongly rejects the idea that foreign bombing or external military pressure should determine 
Iran’s future. 

The field is anti-war, but not pacifist. Its central concern is that war, fragmentation, or foreign-
driven collapse could permanently damage Iran’s sovereignty, infrastructure, military capacity, 
territorial integrity, and national continuity. 

Its anti-war argument is practical and national: bombing may destroy factories, energy facilities, 
infrastructure, and state capacity, leaving Iran weakened for years even if the regime collapses. 
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Hashtags Used 

Frequently used hashtags include: 

 # خورشید_و_شیر_پرچم  (“Lion-and-Sun flag”) 

 # پرچم_فرزندان  (“Children of the flag”) 

 # شیروخورشید_اپوزیسیون  (“Sunrise Opposition”) 

 # پرچم_رفراندوم  (“Flag Referendum”) 

 # غیردائمی_انتخابی_پادشاهی  (“Emergency Electoral Monarchy”) 

 # جنگ_به_نه  (“No to war”) 

These hashtags position the Lion-and-Sun flag as a symbol of national continuity and Iran-first 
legitimacy. 

Promoted Agenda 

The field promotes: 

 Iranian territorial integrity; 

 national continuity; 

 anti-fragmentation politics; 

 anti-war nationalism; 

 sovereignty-first opposition; 

 and preservation of Iran beyond regime collapse. 

Its communication attempts to position the Lion-and-Sun flag as the legitimate symbol of Iran 
beyond both the Islamic Republic and leader-centered opposition politics. 

Although the field uses symbolism also associated with pre-1979 Iran and the Pahlavi era, it is 
distinct from the Pro-Pahlavi / Monarchist field. It is better understood as flag-first rather than 
leader-first. It challenges Reza Pahlavi’s claim to own or lead that symbolic space and rejects the 
idea that foreign war should deliver a Pahlavi-centered transition. 

Its core claim is simple: the regime must go, but Iran must not be destroyed in the process. 
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Examples of Key Accounts 

Accounts Posting Most Frequently with Lion-and-Sun Hashtags 

 
This chart shows which accounts post most frequently using Lion-and-Sun hashtags. It highlights the field’s high-volume 
symbolic layer: accounts that keep the flag, anti-war nationalism, and anti-fragmentation messaging continuously 
visible. 

Accounts Generating the Highest Accumulated Engagement in Lion-and-Sun 
Hashtag Posts 

 
This chart shows the accounts with the highest accumulated engagement across their posts using Lion-and-Sun 
hashtags. Rather than showing one-off virality, it captures which voices generated the strongest overall attention within 
this field.  
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Accounts Behind the Most Viral Lion-and-Sun Hashtag Posts 

 
This chart shows which accounts produced the most viral posts in the Lion-and-Sun hashtag field, measured by 
engagement per post. It captures the field’s most visible breakthrough content, including symbolic flag imagery, anti-
war nationalism, and arguments about Iran’s survival under war pressure. 

Accounts Most Frequently Tagged by Lion-and-Sun Hashtag Users 

 
This chart shows which accounts Lion-and-Sun hashtag users most frequently tag or mention in their posts. It highlights 
the field’s routing pattern: toward its own interpretive, media, and camp-identity nodes, while also sending outward anti-
war messages to foreign leaders. 
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Group #5: The Broader Conversations Field 

Profile 

The Broader Conversations Field is the largest and most diverse part of the wartime discourse. 

Unlike the four organized political formations, this field includes: 

 media organizations; 

 foreign-state messaging; 

 political leaders; 

 sovereignty-first critics; 

 influencers; 

 commentators; 

 and loosely aligned users participating in wartime conversations. 

The report estimates that this broader field represents the majority of the wartime discussion 
volume. 

Political Position 

This field does not function as one coherent political movement. 

Instead, it acts as the main arena where: 

 media narratives; 

 foreign messaging; 

 diplomatic framing; 

 legitimacy disputes; 

 recognition demands; 

 and public interpretation of the war 

intersect and compete. 

It contains: 

 pro-pressure narratives; 

 anti-war narratives; 

 regime-compatible narratives; 

 opposition narratives; 

 sovereignty-first narratives; 

 and civic-democratic narratives. 
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Hashtags Used 

The field includes a broad mixture of: 

 anti-war hashtags; 

 protest and blackout hashtags; 

 anti-regime hashtags; 

 Woman, Life, Freedom hashtags; 

Major Accounts Include: 

 Iran International; 

 BBC Persian; 

 Manoto; 

 Israeli and US Persian-facing accounts; 

 foreign political leaders; 

 and high-visibility political commentators. 

Promoted Agenda 

Rather than promoting one unified agenda, this field functions as: 

 the main amplification arena; 

 the media battlefield; 

 the legitimacy battleground; 

 and the routing infrastructure of the wartime conversation. 

It is where: 

 organized political groups; 

 media actors; 

 foreign governments; 

 influencers; 

 and civic users 

attempt to shape how the war is interpreted and who is treated as a legitimate representative of 
Iran. 

Media accounts are especially important in this field. Users pressure them to amplify certain 
narratives, recognize preferred leaders, correct wording, or stop legitimizing rival interpretations. 
Foreign-state accounts are also central, because users route messages toward them either as 
pressure channels or as symbols of foreign aggression. 
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Examples of Key Accounts 

Accounts Posting Most Frequently 

 

This chart shows which accounts post most frequently in the broader field. It highlights the actors that keep the wider 
conversation moving through saturation, news rhythm, or repeated argumentative targeting rather than through one 
stable camp identity. 

Accounts Generating the Highest Accumulated Engagement in the Broader 
Field 

 
This chart shows which accounts generated the highest accumulated engagement across the broader conversation field.  
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Accounts Behind the Most Viral Posts in the Broader Field 

 
This chart shows which accounts produced the most viral posts in the broader conversation field, measured by 
engagement per post. It captures breakthrough content that spread beyond routine posting patterns, including political-
leader statements, foreign-state messaging, media posts, and emotionally resonant claims. 

Other Major Findings 

1. The Main Battle Is Over Legitimacy 

The report finds that the central struggle is not simply over visibility or engagement, but over 
legitimacy: 

 who represents Iran; 

 who speaks for the nation; 

 and which political future appears acceptable. 

2. Foreign Pressure Is the Main Dividing Line 

The strongest fault line in the discourse concerns foreign pressure. 

Some groups frame outside pressure as: 

 liberation; 

 leverage; 

 or transition acceleration. 

Others frame it as: 

 destruction; 

 fragmentation; 
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 or foreign manipulation; 

3. Topic Conversations Are Politically Contested 

Major conversations around: 

 anti-war messaging; 

 blackouts; 

 protests; 

 anti-regime activism; 

 and Woman, Life, Freedom 

are continuously contested and pulled toward different political meanings by competing groups. 

4. Reply Spaces Function as Political Battlegrounds 

Replies and mentions are not passive reactions. 

Users actively pressure: 

 media organizations; 

 foreign governments; 

 political leaders; 

 military-linked accounts; 

 and opposition leaders 

to recognize, amplify, legitimize, correct, or attack specific narratives. 

5. Succession Narratives Are Already Active 

The report finds that the wartime discourse already contains active struggles over Iran’s political 
future. 

Different groups attempt to make their preferred post-regime future appear: 

 legitimate; 

 organized; 

 nationally representative; 

 and internationally recognizable. 
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